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NEWS EQUIPMENT

The camera took the photography world by storm and 
racked up an impressive number of top industry awards 

The eagerly anticipated Nikon D500 
has won the industry’s most respected 
awards, from DPreview’s Product of 

the Year to Eisa’s Best Prosumer camera 
of 2016. It was the camera’s outstanding 
focus tracking, speed and high ISO that 
gained it the highest accolades. 

But it’s more than the impressive spec 
that makes this camera stand out – it’s 
how well it works in the field. This was also 
the reason why Barney Britton, editor of 
DPreview, picked the D500 as his Gear 
of the Year. The D500 really came into its 
own when he had to produce a field test 
video for the D500 together with National 
Geographic photographer Ronan Donovan. 
After everything that could go wrong did 
go wrong, they only had less than a day for 
the shoot of a ten-minute video. It helped 

D500 sweeps the awards

For a stunning D500 sequence, check 
out the tablet edition, or share your 
D500 images on our Facebook page.

that the photographer could use the D500 
straight out of the box, but it was the 
camera’s focus tracking that saved the day. 

Barney says, ‘The reason we were able to 
get all of those images with relatively little 
trial and error was that the D500’s autofocus 
system seems to have been sent from the 
future by benevolent aliens, whose mission 
– apparently – is to help us take better 
photographs.’ He elaborates, ‘The broad 
width of the D500’s autofocus coverage, 
and its impressive 3D AF Tracking mode 
combine to offer unparalleled accuracy when 
it comes to tracking subjects around the 
frame. Even flying against a similarly-coloured, 
cluttered background, the D500 had no 
trouble accurately tracking birds of prey.’

They went on to do a time-lapse sequence 
of the stars and took 10 fps AF tracking bursts 

LEFT: Daniel Aegerter took this 
image of flying flamingoes in the 
Camargue, France. He says, ‘The 
D500 is great for fast-moving 
animals. Even with shrubbery in 
the background, the focus tracking 
is spot on. The buffer is genius. I 
can even shoot sequences at 10 
fps of uncompressed RAW files 
with confidence – I have never 
had to wait for the buffer to clear. 
The high resolution works well for 
landscapes and the camera is light 
and compact, so that I can easily 
bring it on family trips. Photography 
in low light isn’t a problem and the 
illumination of the buttons is very 
handy. The more I use the camera, 
the more impressed I am.’

WHAT THE JUDGES SAID:

DPREVIEW PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 2016 
‘If you’re looking for a versatile, pro-grade DSLR 
which will still be current in years to come, 
the Nikon D500 is about as good as it gets.’

 
DPREVIEW BEST HIGH-END  
INTER-CHANGEABLE LENS CAMERA 
 OF THE YEAR 
‘The D500 is one of our favourite ever DSLRs, 
and in a very competitive market segment,  
it stands as a stunningly capable all-rounder.

DPREVIEW READERS’ CHOICE
The D500 is one of the most capable 
DSLRs we’ve ever reviewed, and its price 
and capability make it arguably the 
best enthusiast ILC on the market.’

DPREVIEW GOLD AWARD
‘The D500 is the most well-rounded 
DSLR we’ve ever tested […].’

RED DOT AWARD FOR PRODUCT DESIGN
‘This DSLR camera integrates outstanding 
technical equipment in a compact 
form, allowing the photographer to 
remain flexible and spontaneous.’

TRUSTED REVIEWS, CAMERA 
OF THE YEAR
‘Nikon’s successor to the D300S is one of the 
best all round APS-C DSLRs on the market.’

EISA; EUROPEAN PROSUMER 
DSLR CAMERA 2016-2017
‘A newly developed 20.9-million-pixel DX 
sensor gives superb image quality. Build 
quality and handling are superb […].’
 
TIPA; BEST APS-C DSLR
‘The D500 can deliver up to 10 fps 
shooting with AF and AE, with an 
enhanced buffer for up to 79 shots of 
uncompressed RAW (NEF) images. 

of trumpeter swans flying at night. He says, 
‘Even in such low light, the D500 accurately 
tracked these swans landing on a lake.’

Barney also appreciated the DX format. 
He says, ‘The D500’s 1.5X crop turns a 
500mm lens into an effective 750mm. This 
is very handy when shooting skittish birds.’

Frequently mentioned in the reviews 
were also the D500’s 10 fps continuous 
shooting, 4K video capability and that you 
can synch it with a smart device. All these 
features together with great image quality 
makes the camera extremely versatile, 
which not only impressed judges, but 
also photographers all over the world. 


